Opening Thoughts

10 Pieces Of Technology That
Won’t Exist In 20 Years
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Just as steadily as the use of technology is expanding, the
physical technology itself is shrinking. Phone towers are no
exception; they too are getting smaller and even disappearing.
Some smartphones can now bypass the tower and communicate
directly with each other when no more than 500 meters apart.
A future without unsightly towers could be closer than we think.
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With the speed at which technology is evolving, it is very likely
that companies will switch completely to cameras instead of
using old-school mirrors. Also, cameras will have to be standard
with driverless vehicles, which are also rising in popularity.
Furthermore, cameras are becoming much cheaper, which may
encourage companies to switch side mirrors for cameras as well.
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Remote Controls
Between devices connected to Wi-Fi and systems like Google
Home and Amazon Alexa, frantic searches for remote controls
hidden in couch cushions are already almost completely a thing
of the past. Our devices and homes can be controlled by a
computer, tablet, smartphone, or even just our voice. Imagine
how much that technology is going to evolve in 20 years.

Credit Cards
The first credit card was introduced in 1950 by the Diners Club,
and it made paying for things faster and more efficient for the
20,00 customers the company gained in the first year. Much
has changed in 70 years, though: many companies now accept
payment with a tap of a smartphone or through their own
apps. Soon, we could be paying with a simple fingerprint scan.
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In the early 2000s, VHS met its end when DVDs were introduced
— just as audio cassettes were replaced by CDs in the late 1980s.
Streaming services like Netflix and YouTube as well as on-demand
services included with cable packages are reducing the need to buy
Blu-rays, which have already replaced DVDs. At some point, even
books may be completely confined to digital formats.
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Imagine never having to worry about your phone’s battery running
out. No more missed calls or disconnections due to power issues and
all this without having to plug your phone into a wall outlet. Wired
phone chargers are already on their way out, as most phones can be
charged with wireless pads, and devices that are charged using radio
waves and Wi-Fi are currently in development.

The way we pay for things seems to change every few years,
although cash is still a favourite. But with cards and online banking,
it won’t be long before the government stops spending money on
printing bills and instead switches to digital-only currency. Currently,
only 9 percent of the world’s population uses physical cash, so if the
trend continues, wallets and ATMs will have no purpose.
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Wired Phone Chargers

ATMs and Wallets
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The technology to completely replace metal keys already exists, and
physical keys are on the road to obsolescence. New cars already have
push-button start that only requires a fob to be nearby. You can also
get locks that open with voice commands, finger or retinal scans, a
specific gesture and even by reading an implant in your hand.
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Needles
Researchers associated with MIT have announced two projects that will
end needle injections. One is a jet-injection technology that shoots a
substance faster than the speed of sound through a borderline-microscopic
opening in your skin. The second project involves the patient swallowing a
capsule containing a needle. After the tiny needles inject into the stomach
lining, they are destroyed by the digestive system.

Cinemas
Ever since the television set was invented, people have been
predicting the decline of the movie theatre. Although people still
enjoy going out to the movies, technology continues to evolve. Now
you can even view programs in 3-D on certain televisions, and it
remains less expensive to watch movies at home. Now that virtual
reality is growing, who knows where that technology will take us?

Adapted from the article of the same name by Kaylee Cormier for Listverse, accessed on October 17, 2018.
(http://listverse.com/2018/07/05/10-pieces-of-technology-that-wont-exist-in-20-years/)
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