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The Future of Medicine: The Time Is Now

2014 was a big year for Rx&D,
as we celebrated our 100th 
anniversary, which translates

into 100 years of pharmaceutical 
innovation in Canada. We marked
this anniversary by hosting our first
ever multi-stakeholder conference in
the fall of 2014. It was a great 
success, because it brought together
almost 400 participants from across
the health care spectrum. 

From patients and scientists to 
pharmaceutical companies and gov-
ernment policy-makers, this diverse
group of people came together to
open dialogue around the evolving
field of life sciences in Canada. We
all agreed that our health care system
is facing serious challenges, and we
came together with the same goal in
mind: helping Canadians live longer
and healthier lives.

We have a lot to be proud of. Cana-
dian research has led to life-changing
discoveries. We have insulin therapy
for diabetes. We have proven 
vaccines that make life-threatening
diseases a thing of the past. Few 
children have to suffer from rickets
simply because we’ve added 
vitamin D to milk. These are just a
few of the many Canadian contribu-
tions to healthy living.

Rx&D is proud to be the voice of the
men and women who conduct 
research, make important discover-
ies, and help make innovative 
medicines and vaccines available to
the people who need them. But, at the
same time, we are the men and

women who sit in doctors’ offices,
hear difficult news about our own
health, and make life-changing 
decisions on how to deal with illness.
We know that prevention goes a long
way, health care is a team effort, and
safety is paramount.

What does this mean for the future?
I think it means that we are also likely
to be the men and women who will
make the discoveries that will 
radically change the way cancer is

treated, that will prevent diseases and
illnesses through innovative vaccine
discoveries, and that will, conse-
quently, help us all live longer and
healthier lives. The future of 
medicine is now.

As we turn towards the next 100
years, we look back at our success
thus far and think about what we can
do differently. We want to shift how
we work together to improve 
Canadian health care. Rx&D and its 
members want to work with our 
partners using a solution-driven 
approach throughout the entire 
innovation process, from discovery to
development to delivery. 

As the organization representing over
50 innovative pharmaceutical com-
panies, we recognize the value of 
innovation in everything we do. It is
our vision for the future that will
keep us on the cutting-edge of 
Canadian advances in medicine and
life sciences.

It has been an exciting 100 years —
now, onto 100 more.

Russell Williams, President, 
Canada’s Research-Based 
Pharmaceutical Companies
(Rx&D)

CPM

Attendees during a panel session at Rx&D’s 100th anniversary conference
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1914

1914 
1st public health vaccines 
& sera produced in Canada 

1921 
Discovery of first 
blood thinner

1922 
Purified Insulin 
developed

1928 
First Canadian  
manufacturer of 
Vitamin D

1938 
First studies to validate 
the tuberculosis vaccine

1944 
First electrophoresis 
of proteins

1953 
Clinical trial 
of chlorpromazine

1959 
Development of 
vinblastine for 
chemotherapy

1962 
Pharmacology + 
genetics = 
pharmacogenetics

1967 
Preventing childhood 
poisonings: first child  
safety caps

1969 
Vitamin D in milk

1972 
Discovery of heparin 
for blood clots

1977 
Discovery of 
prolactin

1980 
Development of 
ganciclovir

1925 
Discovery of 
parathyroid hormone

1930 
Development of 
Pablum

1941 
First combined
vaccines developed

1951 
Cobalt-60 bomb 
for radiation therapy

1955 
Canada contributes to 
polio vaccine success

1961 
Discovery of calcitonin

1965 
Discovery of first 
cancer tumour antigen

1968 
Development of  
Rh immunoglobulin

1970 
First clinical trials 
of cyclosporin

1974 
Identification of 
P-glycoprotein

1978 
Aspirin for 
stroke prevention

1981 
Discovery of atrial 
natriuretic peptide

1921 
Discovery of insulin

2014
1985 
Discovery of SH2 
protein domain

1993 
Apolipoprotein E4 and 
Alzheimer’s disease

1995 
Identification of  
early-onset  
Alzheimer’s genes

1995 
Co-discovery of 
photodynamic drug: 
verteporfin

1996 
New treatment method  
for retinoblastoma

1997 
Nanocrystalline silver 
wound dressings

2000 
First vaccine to 
prevent Alzheimer’s  
in mice

2002 
First infant  
meningitis vaccine

2004 
World’s first use of 
palladium “seeds”

2006 
Reducing the symptoms 
of Alzheimer’s: scyllo-inosital

2007 
Discovery of new 
antimalaria agent

2011 
First HIV 
prevention vaccine

2013 
New microtissue model

2013 
Targeting cancer 
stem cells

1993 
Site-directed 
mutagenesis

1983 
Discovery of  
T-cell receptor

1989 
3TC joins the fight 
against hepatitis B and HIV

1991 
Clinical trials 
of 3TC for hepatitis B

1989 
Cystic fibrosis 
gene identified
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